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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE HOLY TRINITY OF GOD; A MYSTERY OF FAITH. 


The exercise of private judgment, on subjects of purely revealed 
truth, is another name for infidelity. Divinely endowed with the gifts 
of reason and conscience, it is obvious, that the human mind must fall . 
into dangerous and fatal errors, in proportion as its assigned powers are 
transcended or misapplied. Impossible must ever be unanimity of 
opinion on any subject open to disputation ; and articles of faith cease 
to be Catholic from the moment that they are submitted to.argument. 
Such was the origin of heresies in the early Church. False teachers of 
religion crept into the fold of Christ. They were wise above what was 
written. Going about tu establish their own righteousness, they pre- 
sumptuously arrogated the right to inculcate doctrines and institute 
usages in religion at variance with Catholic tradition—and even contrary 
to the positive prescription of divine law. Armed with Apostolic au- 
thority, in conjunction with his especial prerogative, as their Father in 
the Faith, St. Paul sharply rebukes the Corinthian Proselytes for the 
maintenance of errors in doctrine which led to viciousness of life. He 
forcibly defends the position, that falsehood loses nothing of its sinful- 
ness under the patronage of worldly expediency ; and that every display 
of wisdom proves itself the supreme of folly, when, in collision with 
the genius of Christianity, and in reference to * the deep things of 
God,” (1 Cor. ii. 10,) meekness of faith is supplanted by the sophistry 
of reasoning. In his appropriate illustration of the subject, the Apos- 
tle uses this remarkable language, we speak the wisdom of God in a 
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory. In vain, such is the allusion in point, have false 
teachers of religion inculcated their erroneous tenets, the Christian min- 
istry i3 a divine institution. Acting under the broad seal of its com- 
mission, we, “stewards of the mysteries of God,” (1 Cor. iv. 1,) an- 
nounce to the world the Gospel of salvation, founded upon that wisdom 
of divine love, which, as it is impossible that the human mind by any pow- 
er of its own could have discovered, so by no legitimate process of 
reasoning can it ever disprove. The Apostle, it is true, alluded in this 
place, to the whole scheme of revealed truth as the inscrutable system 
of divine wisdom in the redemption of the world; atonement for sin ; 
justification by faith ; and salvation through grace. May we not, without 
violence to the sentiment, apply his language to that awful doctrine of 
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the ever blessed Trinity of God, upon which the Gospel rests; and 
whereto the voice of the Church, on Trinity Sunday, invites meditation ? 
Our approach to this deeply momentous theme is defended by no pre- 
tence of superior acquaintance with the proofs of the doctrine, as a 
written revelation. ‘Time need not be consumed in the collation of 
textual authorities, to show, that from the morning of creation to the 
Redeemer’s Advent, the language, types, prophecies, and miracles of 
sacred writ, all announced to the world the doctrine of the divine, ado- 
rable Trinity. The Church has always received the precious truth, not 
as a subject of inquiry, but as an article of faith ; not as a dogma of hu- 
man authority, but as a doctrine of revelation involving the dearest 
privileges, and.richest blessings of divine love—as the wisdom of God 
in a mystery—that inestimable truth, which, though surely revealed, and 
most faithfully believed, from the very nature of the case, can neither be 
explained, nor understood by man. And here, on the very thresbhold 
of the subject, the question may be asked, how is that a revelation which 
claims to be a mystery ; and if a mystery, incomprehensible to the hu- 
man mind, is it not unreasonable to suppose that faith in it should be 
extorted under the penal sanctions of eternity? Answers to the ques- 
tions, will, by divine grace assisting, constitute that view of the subject 
which is proposed for examination; or, in other words, my design is to 
prove that the doctrine of the Trinity is @ priori, and from analogical 
reasoning, the most rational view that can be taken of the Deity: and 
next, a posteriori, that the Christian’s personal acquaintance with the 
threefold offices of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, in the life of 
holiness, affords a knowledge of God subordinate only to actual vision, 
when the glorified Spirit *‘ shall see him as he is.” 

First, then, the Christian doctrine of the Trinity is not contradictory, 
or irrational, or unworthy of belief. Preposterous and absurd is the 
assertion of a plurality of Gods. The very name of Deity implies 
supremacy. He can be no God who admits alliance on the throne of 
the Universe. Nor is any such absurdity alleged by the Christian doc- 
trine. Whatis that doctrine? Not that it inculcates the existence of 
three persons in oue person, or three Gods in one God, to designate the 
Supreme Being. But if from imperfection of language to explain, and, 
moreover, from inability of mind to comprehend the subject, terms are 
used to show that what we call unity embraces a distinction in the God- 
head, the utmost that the inference proves is, that the modus essendi is 
above the power of reason, but certainly not contrary to it. At what 
other conclusion should we arrive! ‘The most fastidious advocate of 
truth censures not the use of a vocabulary, without which the researches 
of science could not be pursued, or communicated. And, if in theology, 
the term person is applied to the Deity, nothing is, thereby, implied 
equivalent to the being and person of man. As the first Article of reli- 
gion asserts, “there is but one living and true God—without body, 
parts, or passions. And in unity of this Godhead, there be three per- 
sons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” But wherein consists 
that unity? Is it asked, what is the unity of God? A reply to the 
question opens upon the dazzled mind a sea of glory, beneath whose 
waves lie concealed the wisdom of God in a mystery. The Astronomer 
who magnifies the power of his lens to read, more accurately, the lan- 
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guage of the stars; and announce the meaning of their positions and 

hases, is obliged, for an observation of the sun, to obscure the radiance 
diffused over his field of view ; and, without this protection, the in- 
creased power of sight would only the more easily, destroy the visual 
organs, and so prevent discovery. By parity of reasoning, it may be 
assumed, we shall arrive at sounder, and more rational views of the di- 
vine nature, from the observance off its reflection upon the works of 
nature, and grace cognizant of reason and consciousness, than by any 
self-willed and presumptuous attempt to penetrate, directly and medi- 
ately, into the knowledge of the being and attributes of God, Theism, 
surely, cannot object to the demand for proofs and evidences of the 
genuineness, and authenticity of its peculiar and distinctive creed. 
Unity—absolute unity is undiscoverable: it has no place in the Uni- 
verse. Look at yon glittering star which sparkles on the brow of night, 
it is one—one in appearance only. Even from the vast distance, through 
which its broken and feeble rays of light take years and ages to reach 
our earth, the stellar body bath figure, motion, and aspect, which, on 
nearer inspection demonstrate the multiplied combinations, and elements 
of a vast material world. Watch for a moment the drop of dew trem- 
‘bling on the petal of the opening flower, it is one—one in appearance 
only. The radiant globule, under microscopic transformation, becomes 
an ocean agitated by its storms, and filled with its monsters which * take 
their pastime therein.” Examine the beauteous exotic whose form and 
fragrance give peculiar charm to holy communion with nature—how 
know you that this incense of morning—this delicious aroma of blos- 
soms is not an escape of clouds of insects from the cells of vegetable 
growth and decomposition? Nay, even that minute particle of dust, 
which floats unseen upon the zephyr’s wing, is assumed to be in theory, 
infinitely divisible, although the fact be not capable of actual demonstra- 
tion. 

But farther. Science denies the doctrine uf Unity. What were once 
called the simple elements of nature, are now better known as forms of 
matter, whose essential principles have not been, and, probably, in this 
state of being, will never be perfectly analyzed, Sd, also in the theory 
of number, an unit is the component of fractions which may be suscep- 
tible of infinitesmal calculat on. 

In the philosophy of mind ideas cannot be absolutely simple: and no 
reflection, or image of the world without is thrown upon the sensitive 
part of our nature, unassociated with the relative impressions of instinct, 
feeling, aud thought. 

More than this. In the epitome of the Universe, comprised in the 
individuality of self, man is conscious of an unity, which is proof that 
the soul is indestructible, and ¢herefore immortal : but connected with a 
frame composed, and destined to the support of vegetable and animal 
substances ; and animated by a spirit of life common to all living and 
sentient creation. In this three-one being, so made and constituted, is 
the actual type of Deity. Man is made in ‘the i image of God—endowed 
with a three-fold nature; gifted with the principles of immortal life; 
commissioned to act as God’s vice-gerent, in a delegated sovereignty 
over subordinate creatures ; and man was made after the likeness of 
God, that is, as I understand the expression, according to the reflection 
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of divine nature upon mirror of creation’s works. Now although those 
illustrations do not presume to fortify the revealed doctrine of the di- 
vine Trinity, they are sufficient in pro: of, that the doctrine so arraigned 
and contemned, is not wureasonable. And if the highest illuminations 
of intellect, and the profoundest researches of knowledge fail to dis- 
cover the principle of unity, inthe theory of mind, or matter, should not 
reason lead us to presume, tt.at Deity, if He did reveal Himself to the 
world, would make the revelation of His nature in harmony with His 
known works; and according to the analogy of the Being whois made 
in the image, and after the likeness of God? The argument loses 
nothing of its force by being pressed to its legitimate inferences. How 
should we comprehend any revelation of the divine nature? Why is it 
necessary for human reason to penetrate that abyss of mysteries % 
Surely the fearless mariner need not pry into the unknown principles of 
the magnet to ascertain its value as a guide for his vessel across the track- 
less ocean to the haven “‘ where he would be.” Seed-time and harvest 
return, in their appropriate periods, to prompt and reward the toil of 
the farmer, although he may not be able to calculate the precession of 
the Equinoxes, or account for the changing seasons of the year. And, 
thus, all the business purposes of life are transacted by the observation 
of effect, rather than the knowledge of cause: and more by faith in 
others, than in our own experience. 
When, therefore, the unbeliever questions the truth of the Trin- 
of God, as repugnant to reason, may we not ask, what doctrine 
reason could snbstitute, as an equivalent of revelation, adapted to 
human infirmity and iguorance, or so becoming the sacred majesty 
of Heaven? If God had revealed Himself, under the Rationalistic, 
or Arian view of unity, should we not expect to witness manifes- 
tations of His glory with material investments of type and figure, 
such as covered the spiritual nature of the Mosaic Covenant? Or 
if the High and Holy One that inhabiteth eternity, had permitted that 
divine unity to be acknowledged, without the distinction of personage, 
as the only proof of His being, would not the human mind have relap- 
sed into the time-worn superstitions of heathenish idolatry, or the 
scarcely less abominable delusions of a cold worldly philosophy ? Reve- 
lation, that philosophy argues is not needed to substantiate proofs of the 
being of aGod, Look abroad upon the Universe His arm is it that 
guideth the flaming wheels of the planets in their unwearied journey- 
ings. His hand enacteth the constant transformations of lite and death, 
and worketh those miracles of providence which minister to the wants 
and comfort of all bis creatures. All thisis true. Faith, so expressed, 
may also claim as its handmaid the morality of the Gospel, essentially 
the guide to the virtues and charities of Christian life. But that is not 
enough. Itis deficient in the first principles of religion. It makes no 
revelation of the divine will and nature, as suited to human sinfulness 
and imperfection. It places the Deity on a throne of glory, too awful 
and distant to be approached by a degraded creature : and leaves the 
condemned wretch to tremble under the sentence of violated law with- 
out the means of atonement, or the shadow of mercy to veil the terrors 
of eternal justice. O how different, how widely different from those 
frightful conclusions is the Catholic doctrine of the Holy Trinity of 
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God! Init the Christian recognizes an indivisible unity, conjoined to a 
plurality of personage, by which the distinctive offices of the divine na- 
ture are illustrated ; or, in other words, the sovereignty of God is shown 
in the works of creation, providence iad grace. 

Our second proposition assumed a posteriori that the experience deriv- 
ed from Christian holiness and piety is, exclusive of revealed testimony, 
the best proof of the Divine Trinity ; and that it is inferior only to the 
knowledge of God to be revealed in glory. Christians, lend for a moment 
the sividenct of your personal acquaintance with God. Does your eye of 
faith behold on the throne of heaven only a stern and sin-avenging God, 
in whose sovereignty you are no more interested, than as a part of that 
creation of which He is the soul, and centre ; and, for whose favor, you 
need not be concerned, farther than to escape the vengeance of His 
wrath ? Is not your God—Love ? Does not the very term “ Father,”’ by 
which the trembling petition for daily mercy is sanctioned and enjoined, 
elevate our thoughts to heaven, and strengthen the moralities which con- 
nect the human with the life divine ? O! how, unsupported by a parent’s 
hand, should the helpless child tread securely the untried ways of the 
world? Or, where, if wearied with its vanities, and crushed by its 
disappointments, should the poor prodigal look for sympathy and peace, 
so reasonably as to the bosom of a parent’s love? Apply then the en- 
dearing allusion to our Father, who is in heaven ; and that Father, freed 
of all imperfection, able, and willing to relieve ; subject to no change— 
now, and ever, the one true God—source and receptacle of the regene- 
rated soul, whose affections turn to Him, as streamlets tend to the ocean 
whence they originated. Parent and guardian of nature, whose sym- 
pathies respond to the slightest throb in the pulse of depende nt crea- 
tion—related to the human race by consanguinity, which the Redeemer 
forever deified ;—and made one with the soul sanctified by the indwel- 
ling of the ever blessed Spirit of Truth! Bear witness for me, ‘‘ children 
of God, members of Christ, heirs of the kingdom of heaven,” what as- 
pect of religion does faith reveal to you of the Deity, co- operating by 
offices of mercy, aud attributes of character, in the several allotments 
of your creation, temporal well-being, and eternal salvation? Holy 
Church has, from tender infancy, watched over your spiritual interest, 
aud, by the prescribed means of grace, has lit up for you a pathway 
through the grave to heaven. The shadow of the destroyer may have 
fallen upon your circle of social life. A strong and mighty wind from 
the Lord may have gone forth, to prostrate the object of your idolatry, 
and lay its honors i in the dust. Or conscience may have lifted its “ still 
small voice” against the alarmed soul in its unsuspected hours of retire- 
ment from the world. But whatever may have been the teachings of 
divine wisdom by the ministry of the w ord, the interpositions of provi- 
dence, or the work of grace, did you not learn from them to appreciate 
the warning of a Father’s love, the influence of a Saviour’s sy mpathy 
the affection of the Holy Spirit’s gift ? Touched by a sense of guilt, 
and trembling under the terror of its punishment, would you, penitent 
child of sin, presume to drag before the throne of grace that mass of 
iniquity, your soul, unless conceated under the blood-washed robe of a 
Saviour’s atonement? Or could you hope for the pardoning love of 
God, independent of a Redeemer’s meditation and intercession? Can 








198 The Holy Trinity of God; a Mystery of Faith. [Oct. 


you, heirs of a sinful and suffering nature, pretend to redeem the solemn 
vows and promises made in baptism, or wrung from the anguish of the 
tried soul, if unsupported by the aiding and preventing grace of God ? 
Without the influence of his Saviour’s example and presence, how 
should the child of earth bear triumphantly the trials of life, or lie 
down in death to await a joyful resurrection? Having no faith in the 
adorable Trinity, the pretended Churchman cannot be made to feel the 
Divinity “ stirring with him ;”’ and must become like the fool, who saith 
in his heart, ‘there is no God, Divested of the doctrine of a triune 
God, the Gospel loses the peculiar significance of its revelation, as the 
wisdom and power of God unto saivation : and the soul of its religion is 
assassinated. Shorn of the divine truth, and its Catholic interpretation, 
the whole scheme of Redemption—type and anti-ty pe—significant allu- 
sion and positive declaration—all, pointing to the Atonement of the 
incarnate God, would be “‘mystery’—the voluminous cloud of thick 
darkness around the throne of heaven, unlit, save by the occasional co- 
ruscations of avenging wrath. Under the supposition, human lifetime 
could, then, unravel only the long catalogue of mortal sins, neglected 
duties, violated laws, forfeited privileges, over all of which eternity 
would roll the unmitigated horrors of its penal and inevitable justice. 
Touch not, then, stern Rationalist, we pray you, touch not, with unhal- 
lowed hand, this most precious doctrine of the ever blessed and glorious 
Trinity of God. As firmly as you do, we believe in the absolute and 
indivisible unity of His being. But not in a way that we can explain or 
understand. It is a mystery of faith, as truly to be received and incor- 
porated into our moral nature to become the spring of Christian faith 
and holiness, as the consciousness of being prompts the actions of life 
without the demand for other proof that we actually do live. Search 
not, proud reasoner, to pry into the mystery of the divine nature. 
‘‘Canst thou by searching find out God!” It takes a God to know 
God. Humble thy heart. Bend thy knee. Lay down in penitence 
before the throne of grace, and, then, shalt thou be prepared to hear 
“ thus saith the Lord.” 

We, ministers of Christ, announce to the world, under the dread 
sanctions of eternity, the mysterious truth of the Divine Trinity of 
Almighty God: and its best defence as we have considered, be- 
yond the fact that ‘it is written,” is found in the fruits of Chris- 
tian life and character, which it is made to yield. It is this blessed 
truth which has brought us to Holy Church for Holy Baptism: that has 
led us to the altar of redeeming love for the viands of spiritual efficacy : 
that has given to the ordinances and sacraments of religion the savor of 
life unto life: that has thrown over Christian profession the blessed 
hopes and promises of the Gospel, and made us one with Christ, as 
Christ is one with God. If not, and the question is asked by way of 
practical application, and dismissal of the subject—are we Christians ? 
Children of God! Heirs of the kingdom of heaven? ‘“ Do we ear- 
nestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints,” and practically 
falsify the “ hope that is in us” by a faithless and unholy life? Claim 


we the similitude of God as our birth-right; and the communion of 
saints, our privilege; and the kingdom of heaven, our inheritance 1 O 
beware how we sacrifice to the vanities of the world and the idolatry of 

















1844.] Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel, 199 


its sins, that glorious destiny, for the security of which, the three One 
God was manifested. Change not, we implore you, Christians, by infi- 
delity, or lukewarmness, the aspect of heaven towards your souls. And 
compel not its sovereign justice, in vindication of divine honor, to pour 
down upon us the dreadful calamities of this life, or the bitter pains of 
eternal death. Whatever may be the determinate purpose of our mind, 
or its influence upon character, we cannot change our nature, or the re- 
sponsibilities which grow out of our relationship to God. Be assured, 
my friends, that the faith in the Gospel which is not professed is practi- 
cally denied. Faith unscriptural, however cunningly devised, or followed, 
is not wisdom unto salvation. Faith unproductive of the works of obedi- 
ence unto righteousness, is dead, ‘* being alone” —a moral corpse in the . 
sight of the living God. And time will show, who among the professed 
advocates of Christian truth, will be allowed to swell the noble confes- 
sion of faith among the glorified spirits of heaven; or, with shame and 
confusion of face, share the doom of the lost and reprobate, who have, 
on earth, denied their Saviour and their God. | 





————- 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE MONTHLY MISSIONARY LECTURE AT ST. STEPHEN’S CHAPEL, 
DELIVERED JuLy 4TH, 1844. 


St. James v. 20—* Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of 
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 


Who then would not rejoice, my brethren, in the privilege of convert- 
ing asinner from the error of his ways! To save a soul from death, 
how glorious a work. To blot fromthe register the record of his 
sins, and convert his course of crime into one of piety; to hide the past 
in his penitence, and the future by his life of godliness, and thus to avert 
from him the damning wages of sin, and secure him the eternal blessing 
of the redeemed, how noble, how animating a duty. Well may St. 
James allude to it, as in the text— Let him know,” that such will be 
the result. What, he would say, could supply him with so strong an 
argument, or so active a motive, as the simple knowledge of this truth. 
Yes, “ let him know,” this, and it isenough. Do you find one heedless 
of the spiritual condition of the sinner, and indifferent to his fate? It 
is strange that he should be so, if he has himself felt the awfulness of 
its bondage, and now rejoices in the rescue effected for him by the 
championship of the Captain of his salvation. But he may have for- 
gotten all this for a season. Then bring it back to his recollection, and 
awake him from his spiritual sloth. Reproduce the picture which be- 
fore has startled him, and as his heavy eye again opens upon the Scrip- 
tural painting of heaven and hell, “let him know, that he which con- 
verteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” St. James thinks that this 
should be quite enough. 

A truth such as this, my brethren, deserves a standing public attesta- 
tion. It calls for a recognition full, and prominent, aud marked upon 
time’s calendar. Some: place should be found for its inscription, with 
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some door way beneath, by which to enter and join in the work. What 
business is there, of all those varieties which are so urging the burried 
steps of men through life, which can compare, in consequence, with this? 
As with untiring speed, and eager spirit, man presses onward in his 
work of time, is he not to be reminded of a work much greater? He 
meets with public inscriptions to attest the occupations which are thus 
engrossing him: He has his hall of science or of art, his hall of jus- 
tice, his hall of legislation and his mart. All these are guiding him on 
his way, and stimulating him in his course, and shall he look around, and 
nowhere see an altar with the inscription from St. James. Is his atten- 
tion never to be arrested by the public summons to save a soul from 
death? Surely a work of this sort is not to give place or even prece- 
dence to all the earthly occupations about which he is so busy. Some 
remembrancer of the duty should stand upon the highway of time; 
some structure to facilitate its accomplishment should be reared. So 
thoughtless is man of all spiritual duties, that such, though his highest, 
are likely to be neglected ; and when his temporal avocations are so en- 
grossing him, how will the weighter matters of the law secure his 
consideration, without the inscription and the altar. “ Let him know,” 
by forcing upon his view, the truth, that he may save a soul from death ; 
that there is so great a work which he has the privilege of undertaking, 
and which God expects him to accomplish. 

Such testimony, my brethren, does the present occasion bear to our 
community; and such the inscription which it holds up to their view. Its 
monthly occurrence engrafts it upon passing time, and thus ensures its 
perpetual remembrance. And nothing less than this were a worthy 
testimony to the great truth; while not at al] too often is it to erect the 
banner of God and the soul, and summon men to rally around our stand- 
ard. ‘There is a general gathering this day, my brethren, under a ban- 
ner which bears another inscription. And how do the two assemblages 
compare ; or rather, how do the several assemblages compare with ours ! 
Those are the gatherings to anniversary commemoration, and crowds 
attest their interest, while our celebration, though monthly, has scarcely 
yet engaged the simple attention of even the remnant whom the Lord 
has seemed to reserve for Himself. How, month after month, are we 
saddened by the sight of the scarcely more than two or three, who come 
here to help to save souls from death. We grieve not so much at the 
small amount of means which are thus secured for the furtherance of 
the holy purposes of the occasion, since it is God’s work, and we know 
that He can multiply our provision into an abundant spiritual meal for 
the famishing; but we grieve that the occasion itself is not honored ; 
we grieve that our inscription is not more geverally recognized, and 
that there is not the wide spread acknowledgment that we have a work 
to accomplish, all of us, in reference to the souls of men. Our cele- 
brations, which command their thousands, it may be said, are honored 
only by the curious spirit, or the love of show. It is true, we desire no 
such honor for this, but we do most anxiously desire that the eternal 
destiny of men could awaken the like interest with a pageant, and that 
the conversion of a sinner were a matter of at least as heartfelt concern 
as an appeal to the curiosity, or a display to the eye. If the higher 
stand of patriotic feeling should be assumed as the motive to those as- 
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semblages, we feel more earnestly called to the defence. The impulse 
of the love of show is almost too small a thing to combat with the wea- 
ons of our armory, and the soldier who has enlisted under the banner 
of the soul’s cause is half ashamed to poise his lance against so vain and 
light a foe. But when a substantial champion takes the field, he closes 
upon his weapon a more nervous grasp. Not that he claims the credit 
of assaying his armor to meet a Goliah, but that his indignation rises at 
this separation of patriotism from its purest element ; thus arraying it 
against the cause alike of our countrymen and our ruler. It is the 
spurious patriotism (strong only in its name,) against which we prepare 
ourselves to the battle, and, stripping it of its borrowed insignia, would 
show Aim to be the patriot who is exerting himself to draw all men into 
the loyal service of Him who is the great and only Potentate ; the God 
of nations. A nation’s jubilee is accompanied by a curse except that 
Sovereign is recognized, and when we see how little He is considered, 
how generally He is excluded, we are the more anxious, for the sake of 
His honor, and for the safety of our country, that our celebration and 
those allied to it, should command a wider and increasing observance, 
It is a hollow joy which exults in a blessing without giving praise to its 
author ; it is a suicidal patriotism whose Zeal is lavished upon its country- 
men as beings without souls. Let them know then, “that he which 
converteth the sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins,” and will thus have achieved 
a conquest which will cast into the shade the prowess of heroes, and 
have done the State a service which eclipses far the boasted wisdom of 
statesmen, This is plainly and unquestionably sure, because he has 
added another security of the favor of Him who rules the destinies of 
empires. Then we say that the true patriot’s vocation is his whose 
motto runs—convert the sinner, and save a soul from death. It was 
thus no arduous duty which we undertapk, when we advanced the su- 
perior claim of our commemoration to that with which it coincides as to 
time this day. It was only necessary to show how they ought to coin- 
cide in spirit, to make the political celebration of any real value to the 
country, and convert it from an act of rebellion into a demonstration of 
loyalty to our legitimate Ruler. How many are there, of the thousands 
who celebrate the anniversary of the nation’s birth, who are looking at 
allto Him. Perhaps, in the mockery of devotion, His great name may 
be freely used, by those who are secking naught but the applause of 
men, or perhaps catering to a voice they value much more than His ; 
the voice of the people. Suppose we stop them in the midst of their 
stereotyped praises to the great Arbiter of the nation’s destinies, and 
address them in these words of St. James. Let us say to them, we find 
you appealing to the only source of national strength ; we find you as- 
scribing the honor to whom. it is due, and invoking the favor which alone 
is available for good, and for security. Come then and join us in secu- 
ring it, by saving souls from death, and hiding the sins which avert His 
ood will, and bring down His displeasure. Why they would not un- 
derstand us. We should quite disturb their devotion, by this attempt to 
eliv n and elevate, and, in our ignorance of this mode of worship, we 
should find ourselves intruders in some strange sanctuary. Happy then 
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it is, that this day our monthly commemoration occurs to vindicate a 
genuine patriotism, and enable us to appeal to Jehovah as the mighty 
and true, and not mere rhetorical God of nations; and to invoke His 
favor upon our growing country, by praying that He will draw its in- 
habitants, with those of every land, into His faithful and loyal service. 
We say that totry to save asoul from death, and hide a multitude of 
sins, is the plainest and most direct mode of acting in correspondence 
with such an appeal. This we fuund was not understood by those who 
seemed to be invoking the God of nations. Suppose then we had 
brought to them a time-worn, decrepid soldier of the revolution, stricken, 
not only with years, but abject poverty, and, in the sincerity of our 
sympathy, had begged for him their alms. We are sure that they would 
freely have given. We should have thanked them, and commended 
them for their benevolence ; but could we have yet given them credit 
fur sincerity in the appeals they had made to the God of the country ? 
They had just denied any connexion with Him, by failing to understand 
us when we told them that His subjects had souls, and that He was es- 
pecially the God of the spzrtts of all flesh. It was not then in accord- 
ance with the will of that Being whose august and holy name they had 
just been pronouncing, that they extended the alms to him who had 
been His instrument in effecting the good for which they were profes- 
sing to render their acknowledgment. It was nothing but an excited 
political enthusiasm, accompanied, perhaps, by some movement of a 
kindly natural sympathy. Now if the Almighty were a political Ruler, 
and if He recognized no ulterior object in the spirit of kindness, no 
spiritual development of this our natural sympathy, this might have 
been genuine devotion and worship. But we have not so learned His 
character and His views from His word. His polity recognizes a na- 
tion’s connexion in time with eternity, and the subordination of every 
individual principle to the grea@truth of man’s immortality. A natural 
benevolence with no infusion of spirituality, is thus, in His view, an 
utterly wasted faculty. Care for the body, to the neglect of the soul of 
His creature; to extend an alms for the temporal comfort without an 
accompanying prayer forthe benefit of the soul of that creature of God, 
x doing but the inferior half of our duty to the Lord; it is denying in- 

‘d the Almighty’s great truth, that that being is His creature by virtue 
.. a soul as wellas a body. Alms-giving, as a duty to God, we say, is 
thus seriously defective, if we give to the body without a prayer for the 
soul, or using some other mode of administering to the entire man. 

We ask then confidently, if that is not the only sincere appeal to the 
Ged of nations which recognizes His views ; and whether he is not the 
truest patriot who is thus trying to further His views, and render his 
country “a delightsome land” in the eyes of the Lord. Yes, ours is 
the banner of the wise and genuine statesman and patriot; ours the 
commemoration which, when universally honored by our countrymen, 
will secure their prosperity, and indeed be then its warrant and evi- 
dence. 

But to secure this general loyalty, and its consequent blessedness, we 
must recognize it as awork, We must all feel that it isas mucha duty 
to God to do something for the souls of His creatures, as to pray to him 
for blessings upon our own. And yet we feel.some difficulty in the 
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attempt to prove it to bea duty. Is it because it is an abstruse problem, 
hard to be reasoned? Hard to be reasoned it is, not because of its ab- 
struseness, but the very reverse. A self-evident truth is the farthest of 
all truths beyond the reach of reasoning. And this we say, is self-evi- 
dent. Without deducing a single direct injunction to the duty, let us 
advert to the general views and will of the Lord. He expects our 
prayers for the salvation of men. Now what reasoning shall we bring 
to the question to show that He expects us to do what we can for their 
salvation. Argument is wholly inapplicable, inasmuch as this follows as 
a necessary consequence. The Almighty connects some action with 
every aspiration of the spirit, and if we pray for our own soul’s health, 
He has joined indissolubly with the sincerity and earnestness of ‘that 
prayer, our own efforts to preserve its health. Then if He bids us 
pray for the salvation of men, He surely can not mean to say that there 
is no necessity for us to be sincere. This, of course, cannot be ima- 
gined, and how then shall we apply an argument to prove that we must 
show that sincerity by the correspondent action? He tells us to do good 
to men, and we know that He thinks the highest good which we can 
possess to be spiritual good. Must we task our reasoning faculties to 
show that He will recognize our efforts for the spiritual welfare of men 
as doing them good. It would certainly be a severe task to prove a 
self-evident truth. This all seems to us very plain, my brethren, but 
there are many, very many, who do not see it, and refuse its acknow- 
ment. We feel that this is a great indignity to the Almighty. Weare 
scarcely disposed to quote to them the direct injunction to the duty 
afforded by our text, lest we should be compromising His character by 
referring to it upon the present issue. Here is a call to rise up in His 
vindication as the matter now stands, and to repel such an imputation 
against His reasonableness, His consistency, His holiness. God calls 
upon us to minister to the temporal wants of men, and by some pecu- 
liar logic it is inferred that He therefore does not expect us to minister 
to their spiritual. From this it is clear that He estimates the perishing 
things of time above eternal things, and is desirous that we should do 
the same. He is thus careful to instruct us that the bodies of our fel- 
low men are a subject of much more reasonable and pious interest than 
their souls. All this too from a God who tells us that we are morally 
accountable creatures, and that upon our spiritual condition depends 
eternal happiness or eternal woe. Why thus gravely to enter upon a 
question of this sort, seems to be mere trifling; yet still there are those 
who have even thus to be met. Onr inference from the fact of His re- 
quiring us to minister to the temporal wants of men would be widely 
different. Soconvincing would it be to us that He expected our minis- 
trations to the spiritual also, that we should look no further for the in- 
junction. We should not be at all surprised at never finding it, and 
should infer from its absence that the Almighty regarded it as wholly 
unnecessary, and as supposing a greater dullness in us than could possi- 
bly be found. We should infer that the injunction to one was meant to 
educate us in the other, and that He was so explicit here because it was 
the teaching of the grammar school. He would have us well grounded 
in the rudiments that we might become proficients in the larger science, 
and when we had fully learned to feel for the necessities of others in 
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those matters where we are assisted by the senses, the much greater 
concern would appear to our minds, and become familiar to our hearts. 
Knowing that all God’s teachings here bave reference to eternity, we 
recognize in the command to sympathize with the moral condition of 
our fellows the evident purpose of awakeuing an interest in their spiri- 
tual being. The lesson, we conceive not to be learned, until this, its 
very end and object, is discerned and felt. Let all this be granted, and 
God’s character cease to be trifled with, and we will then come forward 
in the strength of the text ; then will we take the Scripture word direct 
to “let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error 
of his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins,’ 

As our motto, my brethren, it is necessary that it should be thus dis- 
tinct and direct—our inscription must speak language plain and express, 
We take then the text from the word of God, as being explicit and free 
from ambiguity ; and, inscribing it on our banner, erect that banner this 
day, as the only one around which true patriots can rally. If we see 
one toiling for his country, and relying upon the arm of flesh to direct 
and execute the plans which he fondly hopes will render her impregna- 
ble, shall we not let him know the sounder principles of fortification, 
and show him that by joining usin the accomplishment of our work, 
we shall be able to exclaim in the only sure confidence of strength— 
“the Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge ?’ What 
then shall sap her foundations? What power shall storm her citadel, 
mhen the Lord keeps the city. The watchman then need not wake, 
nor the statesman waste his energies; while forever shall the labor of 
him who builds be vain, except be invokes the favor and obtains the aid 
of the Lord Jehovah. Let the garrison be His, and the hosts of the 
nenvle be the armies of the Lord, and there shall be no leading into 
captivity in our streets. If we could get men to believe this, even 
though they should go no further, they would look with some anxiety to 
the spiritual improvement of their countrymen. And God speaks it 
plainly in His word, and for many ages held up Judah and Israel as the 
testimony of its truth to the world. Let them all know then what the 
text asserts, that they may aid in the work of saving their country in 
time. and their countrymen in eternity. 


-—_——— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON ELECTION. 


In the English Prayer-book, the word “ elect” is found in the Cate- 
chism ‘‘ God the Holy Ghost, who sanctified me and all the elect people 
of God,” and in the baptismal service “ever remain in the number of 
thy taithful and e/ect children.” 

According to the Church of England then all the people of God are 
elected, that is, into the Church. It has been well asked in the True 
Catholic, could a Calvinist use these words, ask that the child may re- 
main “elect.” * The expedients of an invisible Church, absolute elec- 
tion and reprobation, assurance (or self conceit,) of salvation indefecti- 
hility of grace which supersedes the use of means, have been found 
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very serviceable to all the irregular classes of modern Christians, and 
for obvious reasons, they desire to bring into our Church, these anti- 
Church notions” While the ductrine of election as understood by the 
Church, is rejected, and that of the modern Calvinist is deemed the 
Scripture doctrine, vain will be the effort to impress men with the ne- 
cessity of unity or Episcopacy, or to give them Church notions of 
regeneration, justification, salvation by Christ, the Sacraments, and 
other vital doctrines of Christianity,” 
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Testimonies to Church Principles, selected from Episcopal Charges 
and Sermons. London, 1843.—A small, but very useful pamphlet : “ It 
is designed (says the Preface,) simply to bring together the positive tes- 
timonies of our Bishops to the distinctive doctrines and principles of 
the Church. These testimonies will be separated, wherever it can be 
done, from all reference to particular writings; and it is obvious that 
they cannot be affected by any thing which their authors may have ex- 
pressed on the same or on different occasions relatively to these writings. 
Positive statements of doctrine, and positive rules for practice, cannot 
be overthrown or invalidated by any judgment, however unfavorable, 
upon particular authors who may have treated of the same subjects ; 
and it is positive testimony alone which is here sought to be established.” 

We quote as follows :— 


BISHOP OF EXETER. 
Darty SERVICE AND OpSERVANCE or Saints’ Days. 


“The Liturgy was prepared, the Rubrics were designed, not to regu- 
late the service of one day only in the week, but of every day. Whose 
fault is it that its use is commonly so limited? Is it the fault of our 
people? At least, is it solely theirs? None of us can truly and hon- 
estly say that it is, till he has tried—seriously, earnestly, for some 
considerable time, tried, and tried in vain—to rouse his flock to unite 
with him in that week day sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, for 
which the Church has so faithfully provided, especially on all those 
‘ Feasts which the Church hath appointed to be observed.’ ” 


PRAYER AND PREACHING. 


“ What are the results, the enduring results of the most eloquent, the 
most fervent, the must successful preaching, if it be not kept in due sub- 
ordination to the immediate and proper purpose for which the congre- 

ation is assembled in God’s house—emphatically called by God him- 
self, ‘the House of Prayer,’-—humbly to acknowledge our sins before 
God; to render thanks to Him; to set forth His praise; to hear His 
holy word; to ask those things which He knows to be necessary as well 
for the body as the soul ; above all, to feed together spiritually on the 
body and blood of our dlessed Redeemer ?”" 


Cuurca UNITY. 


‘See how vast, how inconceivably vast, is the velue of unity in the 
Church! He, who is truth itself, annexes to it, as its necessary result, 
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the conviction and conversion of the world, the gathering of the nations 
into the fold of Christ. It is not anion that He prays for, the union of 
independent men or bodies, consenting to differ on what things they 
choose, in order that they may act peaceably together in others, It is 
not union, [ repeat, that our Lord prays for from the Father, but unity ; 
such unity as is of the Father and the Son; such unity as shall make 
us ‘perfect in one.’ To that we must aspire, be the prospect of suc- 
cess what it may; to that we must aspire, if we would fulfil the will 
and obey the voice of Christ; nay, if we have faith in Him. Those 
who separate from the Church we may, we ought to, love as brethren, 
to entreat as brethren, though they have left the common Father’s house. 
But we may not, we dare not, deceive them, by keeping back the aw- 
ful truth, that by ceasing to be in that house they cease to have the 
promise which is given to them only who are there :—‘ Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that I have is thine. From our hearts will we 
add, over every wanderer that shall return thither, ‘ it is meet that we 
should make merry, and be glad; for this our brother was dead, and is 
alive again, aud was lost, and is found.’ ” 


Tue Necessity AND EFFICACY OF THE SACRAMENTS. 


“ Be such our teaching. Sacraments in the fullest and truest sense 
are not merely acts of men—acts of worship—sacrifices of praise and 
thanksgiving: they are all these, but they are far more, far higher than 
all these. Their great, their distinctive characteristic is, that they are 
God’s aets—applications of God to man—His means, His instruments, 
of giving to us that oneness with Christ, by which we are saved, and 
wherein we stand. Until we teach our people thus to think and feel of 
the Sacraments, we shall have left one main part of our office miserably 
neglected. Until they shall thus think of these mysteries, they will not 
think of us, as it is far more for their benefit than for ours, that they 


should always think.” 


Tue Hoy Evcuarist. 


“ Tell them, that whether there Le, or be not, other ways of receiving 
that precious food, ‘ the living bread which came down from heaven,’— 
‘the bread of life,’—this blessed Sacrament is the way, the only way, 
specified by our Lord himself. Tell them, whatever be the clamor with 
which such teaching is assailed, whatever be the names—Papists, or 
whatever else by which you may be called—tell them the truth as de- 
clared by Christ, and preached by St. Paul, and-as you have yourselves 
solemnly engaged to preach: tell them without ‘reserve,’ that ‘the 
bread and wine which the Lord hath commanded to be received,’ is the 
outward sign of ‘the body and blood of Christ, (which we know not 
how, for God hath not seen fit to show us how,) are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful in the Lord’s Supper.’ That ‘the 
bread, then broken, 7s the communion to us of the body; the cup of 
blessing, which is then blessed, 7s the communion of the blood of 
Christ,’—that ‘ we thereby are made one with Christ, and Christ with us, 
and are so blessed with all the benefits which flow from that wrondrous 


union.’ ”” 
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Tue Power or tre Keys. 


“No sense of your own weakness, or of your own unworthiness, 
ought to make you afraid or ashamed to exercise the main and distinc- 
tive part of the holy office to which you have aspired—absolution, of 
which the Church tells you that it ‘hath the promise of forgiveness of 
sins.’ You pretend not to it of your own paper; you profess to act in it 
only as the commissioned ministers of Christ. Nay, you profess that 
your commission has not any efficacy, further than as it is exercised in 
conformity with God’s word, and with the terms of forgiveness there 
laid down. But you also profess, or ought to profess, that you are min- 
isters empowered by God to pronounce his forgiveness, and that they 
who seek to you, as ministers of reconciliation with Him, will receive 


the blessing which He has annexed to your ministry.” 


BISHOP OF LLANDAFF. 
Tue CuurcH—tTHE APosTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 


“ The Church is invariably represented by the writers of the first ages 
as a mystical society, formed under one invisible Head, maintaining 
spiritual communion with Him, and governed upon earth by persons de- 
riving their appointment, and consequently their authority from Him— 
even those portions of it whose creed was infected by heretical opinions, 
such as the Nestorians and the Arians, and schismatics, such as the Do- 
natists, still asserted and carefully cherished this original cunstitution 
derived from the Apostles, and never conceived the wild imagination, 
that the office of Christian minister could be assumed by men of their 
own authority, or in violation of that order which had subsisted from 
the beginning. All these are notions of modern growth, and may easily 


be proved to be so to any candid inquirer.” 
BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 
Tue Creeps—rtTuHe Rue or Fairs. 


‘‘Fom the preaching of the Apostles, their authoritative oral teach- 
ing, was framed the Creed, which, the same in substance, however 
varying in expression in the different branches uf the Church, was pro- 

osed to all who were made by baptism members of Christ, and was 
professed by them, as the standard of their Christian faith, It is, indeed, 
to this that the term ‘the Rule of Faith,’ xavav rig dAnéeiag, xaveav rig 
®idréws,,is ordinarily applied by the fathers, not as competing with 
Scripture, but as the condensed expression of those great truths which 
were more fully delivered in the written word. The proof, indeed, of 
the doctrines delivered in these Creeds must be drawn from Scripture : 
and therefore our Article assigns as the reason of their reception, that 
‘they may be proved by most certain warrants of Holy Scripture’—they 
could not be received if it might not be shown that they agree with 
Scripture: but still their authority is not that of mere deductions from 
the written word, but that of an independent testimony to the same 
great truths, and an authoritative explanation of them. And thus, while 
Scripture is the proof of the Creeds, the Creeds are the first and most 
certain guides in the interpretation of Scripture.”—Charge to the Can- 


didates for Orders. 
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APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 


“ They (the Tract writers) have raised the standard of the ministe- 
rial character by teaching men to trace the commission of the Clergy 
through His Apostles, up to our blessed Lord himself, aud to see in this 
the sure warrant for their work,”’—Charge. : 


Tue SAcRAMENTS. 


“ They” (the same writers,) “ have given the Sacraments their due 

lace in the scheme of our holy religion, as contrasted with those who 

would make them little else than bare signs and symbols, instead of 
channels of regenerating and sanctifying grace.””— Jd. 

Faith and Charity : or some historical remarks upon the belief of Pro- 
testants respecting the Lord’s Supper. A Sermon, &c., by S. P. Parker, 
Stockbridge, Mass.—This sermon, a very sensible affair, and published 
by request of the preacher’s Vestry, begins by stating the undoubted 
fact that ‘the little attention’’ which our Clergy have “ for many years 
given to the precise doctrine” of the Church, has caused many evils to 
us, while not a few have come over to us “from other fulds without ex- 
act knowledge” of our history, or clear views of our doctriue. 

The aim of this discourse is obviously intended for conciliation, and 
though we are heartily desirous that such conciliation should be advan- 
ced, we are, from experience, obliged to say, that the introduction of 
men into our ministry, with puritanical predictions and non-Episcopal 
(we say Protestant Episcopal) inclinations, is an unfortunate feature of 
our day. Weare aware that it may be said to us, “ you came from the 
old puritanical school of New-England.” True, but we had nothing to 
guide us but books, and reflection under the grace of God. No preju- 
dices could have been stronger than our own, and they were put on 
paper tu our friends. When we read more and looked longer, we be- 
came satisfied, and on entering upon the work of the ministry, our first 
step, convinced us of its practical importance, we began to teach and 

remonish, as we learned from guod Bishop Benjamin Moore, of New- 
York, who furnished us with Jones of Nayland, Horne of Norwich, 
Daubney and others. We bless God for that leading, and with the 
Bible, the Prayer Book, Articles and Homilies, we are at all times ready 
to hail just such sound principles and views as Mr. Parker affords us.— 


Utica Gospel Messenger. 


Lectures on the Catechism of the Protestant Episcopal Church: with 
a Discourse on Confirmation; by Thomas Secker, L. L. D., late Lord 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Published from the original manuscripts, by 
Beilby Porteus, D. D., and George Stinton, D. D., his grace’s chaplains. 
2d American, from the 14th London edition 1 vol. roy. 12mo.—The 
writings of Archbishop Secker are voluminous, but it is believed that 
no part of them stands more deservedly high, than his lectures on the 
Church Catechism, The numerous editions through which they have 
passed in England, attest the high estimatiun in which they are held in 
that country ; while in this, they form one among the number of those 
works recommended by the House of Bishops for the formation of a 
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‘Parish Clergyman’s Library.” Perhaps it will not be going too far to 
say, there are few, if any works in the English language which com- 
prise in the same compass a better, or more practical system of theolo- 


gy.—Church Chronicle. 


GORA ro ——— 
TRIS, 


SELECTIONS. 


EXTRACT FROM BISHOP WHITTINGHAM’S SERMON, 


The man who called himself “ of Peter,” or “ of Paul,” had at least 
a specious pretension to humility, in submitting his judgment to that of 
an authorised instructor ; and by so doing, might plead in mitigation of 
the offence against the apostles’ heavenly Master, that it was none of his 
intention to deny the dependence of his chosen leader upon the Lord 
who sent him. But the man who called himself “ of Christ,” vainglo- 
riously set up his own judgment as his sufficient instructor, and while he 
presumptuously preferred its guidance to that of an apostle, after all 
asserted no other dependence of himself on Christ than a member of 
either of the other sects would have admitted in. the case of his leader. 
They sinned, because they set up idols; but their idols were apostles. 
He set up an idol, too: and his, was himself, his own judgment, his own 
choice, his own determination ! 

Such was the guilt of every individual who assumed the party-badge, 
that he was of “ Christ,” as contradistinguished from such as claimed to 
be “ of Cephas,” “of Apollos,” or “of Paul.” But the guilt was in- 
creased in all, by the fact of their organization as a party. They had 
leaders, who taught them the views by maintaining which they professed 
to be “of Christ.” They followed others, while they separated them- 
selves from those who professed to follow apostolic authority. What 
they disclaimed, they did. What they rejected on the ground of apos- 
tolic authority, they admitted on other grounds, capriciously preferred. 
What they could not bear to do for Paul, they did willingly for some 
specious party-leader, who had the art to persuade them that they did 
it not. The ambassador, forsooth, they could not allow to come between 
them and his Lord; but the cunning speeches of some eloquent haran- 

uer they drank in with eager greediness, and while they trooped around 
him as disciples, laid the flattering unction to their souls, that they were 
in bondage to no man, free from the miserable subjection to delegated 
authority that degraded the followers of Paul, and Cephas, and Apollos, 


and the subjects “ of Christ” alone. 
——>—— 





BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 
From the Edinburgh Observer. 
It is described to be a soul-destroying doctrine. If it be so, the case 
of the noble army of martyrs and confessors is, indeed, most melan- 


choly ; for one and all of them received it as an essential part of the 
Christian system,—one and all of them received it as a doctrine clearly 


revealed in Holy Scripture. We may, with perfect confidence ask any 
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one to produce to us a single Christian writer who lived within the first 
fifteen centuries of Christianity, and who denied that it is in baptism 
that persons receive the washing of Regeneration through the blood 
of Christ, then sacramentally applied to them. But what do the British 
Churches say upon this subject? This is the sole point with which we 
are at present concerned. 

We may first refer to the 27th Article, which seems sufficiently expli- 
cit to prevent any doubts being raised as to its meaning :— 

“ Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, 
whereby Christian men are discerned fiom others that be not christened, 
but it is also a sign of regeneration, or new birth, whereby, as by an in- 
strument, they that receive baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; 
the promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the 
sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed ; faith is 
confirmed, and grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God. The 
baptism of young children is in anywise to be retained in the Church, 
as most agreeable with the institution of Christ.” 

But in case any persons should say that this language is not sufficient- 
ly decisive of the meaning which we say is intended to be conveyed, 
we may in the next place, refer tu the language of the baptismal offices. 

The office for “ the Ministration of Public Baptism of Infants,” com- 
mences with the following short address by the priest to the people :— 

“ Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in 
sin, and that our Saviour Christ saith, mone can enter into the kingdom of 
God except he be regenerate and born anew of water and of the Holy 
Ghost, | beseech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous mercy he will grant to this child that 
thing which by nature he cannot have ; that he may be baptised with 
water and the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy Church, and 
be made a living member of the same.” 

This address is followed by a variety of prayers, in which both priest 
and people use this language to Almighty God :—“ We beseech thee 
for thine infinite mercies that thou wilt mercifully look upon this child ; 
wash him and sanetify him with the Holy Ghost; that he, being deliv- 
ered from thy wrath, may be reeeived into the ark of Christ’s Church,” 
&c, &c. Again,—‘ We call upon thee for this infant, that he, coming 
to the holy baptism, may receive remission of his sins, by spiritual re- 
generation,” &c. Again,—‘‘ Give thy Holy Spirit to this infant that he 
may be born again, and be made an heir of everlasting salvation,” &c. 
This is the language of supplication, used previous to the administra- 
tion of the Sacrament; and let us now contrast it with what the Church 
requires the priest to say in the post-baptismal part of the office. As 
soon as he has baptised the child, and signed him with the sign of the 
Cross, he addresses the people assembled thus :—“ Seeing now, dearly 
beloved brethren, that this child is regenerate, and grafted into the body 
of Christ’s Church, let us give thanks unto Almighty God for these ben- 
efits, and with one accord make our prayers unto Him that this child 
may lead the rest of his life according to this beginning” And the 
thanksgiving which follows is thus expressed :— 

“We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that a hath 
pleased thee to regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him 
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for thine own child by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy Holy 
Church. And humbly we beseech thee to grant that he, being dead 
unto sin, and living unto righteousness, und being buried with Christ in 
his death, may crucify the old man, and utterly abolish the whole body 
of sin; and that, as he is made partaker of the death of thy Son, he 
may also be partaker of his resurrection ; so that finally, with the residue 
of thy Holy Church, he may be an inheritor of thine everlasting king- 
dom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

This is the language which every priest of the Church is bound to 
use after baptising an infant; and we ask, in the name of common hon- 
esty, whether any conscientious man can use such language in an address 
to the Almighty, and at the same time deny the doctrine of Baptismal 
Regeneration? And let it not be said that the faith of the godfathers 
and godmothers is an essential condition of the child’s regeneration ; 
for the Church prescribes precisely the same language of thanksgiving 
in the case of private baptism, when achild is baptised without any 
godfathers or godmothers. 

Let us, in the next place, attend to what is said upon the subject in 
the Church Catechism, which begins thus :—‘* Question—What is your 
name? Answer—N.or M. Question—Who gave you this name? An- 
swer—My godfathers and godmothers in my baptism; wherein I was 
made a member of Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” Again :—“ Question—What is the inward and 
spiritual grace (of baptism?) Answer—A death unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness ; for, being by nature born in sin, and the chil- 
dren of grace.”’ 

Let us, in the next place, attend to the !anguage of the prayer which 
is used by the Bishop and the congregation, previous to the Confirma- 
tion or Laying on of Hands on those who have come to years of discre- 
tion :—“ Almighty and ever-living God, who /st vouchsafed lo regenerate 
these thy servants by water and the Holy Ghost, and hast even given unto 
them forgiveness of all their sins, strengthen them, we beseech thee, O 
Lord, with the Holy Ghost, the Comforter and daily increase in them 
thy manifold gifts of grace,” &c., &c. And the Collect for Christmas 
day speaks to the same effect :—‘‘ Almighty God, who hast given us thy 
only begotten Son to take our nature upou Him, and, as at this time, to 
be born of a pure virgin, grant that we, being regenerate, and made thy 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spi- 
rit,” &c., &e. 

We will only refer to the Nicene Creed, which contains this article :— 
“T acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins,” and we con- 
clude that, according to the understanding of the Church, every infant, 
who has been brought to the font, has received this one baptism. We 
arrive at this conclusion from the short statement which is made at the 
end of the first of the baptismal offices :—“ It is certain, by God’s word, 
that children which are baptised, dying before they commit actual sin, 
are undoubtedly saved.” 

It is indeed a marvellous thing that any members of the Church should 
deny the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, when we look to the fore- 
going extracts from her formularies; but it is still more marvellous that 
they should presume to stamp with the nickname of “ Puseyite,” those 
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who express in their addresses to their fellow-men their belief in that 
for which they return thanks to God, on the occasion of every baptism 
which takes place. 

The denial of the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration has always 
appeared to us to flow from the erroneous conviction that every one 
who is regenerated will certainly be saved ; and were this proposition 
correct, the argument against Baptismal Regeneration would certainly 
be conclusive. But the Church, znterpreting Scripture rightly, holds no 
such doctrine. This may be inferred from all the formularies of the 
Church, as well as from the sixteenth Article :—‘* Not every deadly sin 
willingly committed after baptism is sin against the Holy Ghost, and un- 

ardonable. Wherefore, the grant of repentance is not to be denied to 
such as fall into sin after baptism. After we have received the Holy 
Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin, and by the 
grace of God we may arise again, and amend our lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned which say, they can no more sin as long as 
they live here, or deny the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent.” 
But even if the Church were silent altogether, as to the possibility of 
regenerated persons finally falling away, the language of Holy Scrip- 
ture is too explicit on this point to admit of any dispute. St. Paul, in 
the 6th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, speaks of persons fal- 
ling away “ who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world to come; and he tells 
us elsewhere that he kept his own body in subjection, lest when he 
preached to others he himself might be cast away.” 





—— 


EXTRACT FROM BISHOP MOORE, OF VIRGINIA. 


‘‘We are sometimes induced to suppose that money contributed to 
the support of the Gospel, as it produces no pecuniary returns, is money 
thrown away; whereas, could the subject be viewed through a proper 
medium, it would appear evident that property thus bestowed, is pro- 
perty laid ont to the greatest possible advantage. Were we to inquire 
from what source have we derived our wealth, and who it is that blesses 
us with health and capacity to enjvy it? Our hearts would reply—we 
derive our blessings from God; and it isto him that we are indebted 
for all the comfort with which we are surrounded. This being the case, 
should we not consider it a privilege to make some little return to that 
kind benefactor who crowns us with so many blessings? The conside- 
ration however, deserving our attention, is the concern of eternity. We 
are stewards, and must give an account of that stewardship. We and 
our children possess immortal spirits; and as those spirits are to be 
trained up for eternal joys, it is our duty to provide ourselves, and them, 
with such jnstructions as will qualify them for the enjoyment of the God 
of our salvation. Few things have so beneficial an effect upon society, 
as the regular observance of the Lord’s day. The duties peculiar to 
the Sabbath are calculated to call home our wandering thoughts, and to 
lead the mind to reflect upon death—the grave—eternity. However 
lightly we may think of religion, still there is no parent whose bosom 
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would not beat with joy at the triumphant departure of a child; and no 
child of reflection whose bosom would not glow with rapture at discov- 
ering a beloved parent dying in the same expectation of eternal felicity. 
To experience such happiness, we must enlist under the banner of 
Christ Jesus, and practise the duties he has prescribed for our obsery- 
ance: ‘ not every one that saith Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven.’ A vain faith inthe Lord Jesus will profit us nothing; we 
must be actively engaged in duty; for ‘faith, without works, is dead, 
being alone.” It is impossible that a parent can devote a portign of his 
to better purpose than in advancing the cause of the Gospel. The mo- 
rals of his children will receive a favorable bias from the wholesome 
instructions of the sanctuary. The remembrance of God will be kept 
alive by the service of the Church, and society will feel and -bend to its 
effects.” 





i ee 


PREACHING ABOUT THE CHURCH. 


The venerable Editor of the Utica Gospel Messenger remarks :— 
“We cannot avoid the remark that had there been through the last 
twenty-five or thirty years a like system pursued by our Clergy gene- 
rally, there would have been a clearer understanding of what the Church 
is and of the duties which Christians owe her as the spouse of their 
Divine Master, the instituted channel of grace to the souls of men. Had 
there been throughout our land a steady, well tempered, and simple 
teaching of the principles pervading our Prayer-book, sanctioned as 
they are by the Scriptures of truth, there would not now be the diversi- 
ties of opinion, and the anxieties of mind in relation to questions caus- 
ing agitation and alarm.” 

We extract from the Sermon to. which he alludes :—‘ What shall I 
do? Shall I content myself with simply calling upon men in such inde- 
finite terms as these: ‘ Your present state is most dangerous ;’ ‘ you 
must come to Christ,’ ‘ you must reform your lives ;’ ‘ you must repent ;’ 
‘you must get religion?’ I have seen men more learned, more elo- 
quent, more pious, altogether better than myself, who so preached, and 
it was almost as if they spent their strength for nought. Man, guilty, 
weak, wavering, ignorant of spiritual things, wants something more 
than to hear such exhortations as these, even though they be clothed in 
the most beautiful language, or adorned with the most beautiful image- 
ry, or even though accompanied with the most delightful pictures of the 
present and future happiness of the pious; or the most horrid descrip- 
tions of the state of the damned. He wants to know what are to be his 
first steps in religion ; whether he is to have any help to open his prison 
doors, and to bring him forth, and to sustain him in his contest with sin 
and satan and the world; or whether he must struggle on alone. Or if 
any help is promised, he would know how he is to secure it; how he is 
to be assured of it; what are the pledges to him that he has it; how he 
is to know that he is in a state of favor with that God whom he has so 
grievously offended : how he may most acceptably draw near to Him, 
and receive supplies of grace and inward strength to resist the assaults 
of his spiritual enemies, and to persevere after the perfection of holiness. 
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It will not do to tell him that he need have no anxiety about these 
things; that provided he was from eternity predestined unto eternal 
life, he may rest quiet and passive, that the irresistible grace of God 
will come when and how it shall please God. His conscience rebels 
against any such theory as that, and he finds every page of the bible 
contradicting it. 

What shall the ‘minister of reconciliation,’ the ‘ambassador for 
Christ,’ do? what advice, what instruction shall he give ? 

I am not ignorant of the fact, that very many of those who like to 
hear little said about the Church, are aware of these difficulties, and 
endeavor sincerely after their manner to provide for them. Will it be 
best and safest for me to adopt the means and methods which they have 
devised and practised? Shall [ tell a poor sinner whom I find anxious 
about his soul, that it is his duty to stand up in the public congregation 
and tell what are his feelings, what his doubts, his fears, his pains, his 
struggles? Shall i subject him to the trial of hearing all these with 
painful minuteness, together with various passages of his private and 
public life spread forth to the world in public prayers, mingled with ex- 
pressions, ostensibly addressed to God, but manifestly more designed 
for the ears of men, expressions, flattering, denunciatory, soothing, ar- 
gumeutative, hortative, as may seem best to the person officiating ? 
Shall I then direct him to express to the congregation the effect which 
such a prayer has made upon him? Shall I call upon him to make an 
exhortation or a prayer in public himself, intimating that it shall be an 
indication of his state of favor with God if he does, or otherwise if he 
does not ¢ 

Or shall I direct an anxious sinner to remove to a certain conspicuous 
seat promising him that there he may certainly find the presence of 
Christ, relief from the burthen of sin, and tokens of Civine favor. 

There may be some advantages, possibly, in pursuing such courses 
as are here supposed. But the question is, are these the best, the saf- 
est, the authorized ? Did the Divine author of our religion make no 
provision for such cases as these ? or did he provide such means and 
measures as these? Is there any instance in the New Testament of a 
sinner inquiring how to be saved, or of a new convert, being put upon 
any such training as this? Is there any anxious-seat; any preaching— 
prayer; any case of its being made the duty of a convert to make pub- 
lic extemporary prayers, or set exhortations ? or to give, as a pre-requi- 
site to ‘ Church-communion,’ a formal history of the private exercises 
of his mind—his feelings—his experience ? and, if such advice, and 
such practice, is not authorized in Scripture, is there any other which is 
authorized. I think, brethren, that there is; and when I proceed to 
describe, what that is, I shall be giving an answer to the question with 
which I set out, ‘what is the use of preaching so much about the 
Church ?”’ 

Let us turn to the earliest record we have of conversions to the reli- 
gion of the Saviour, after he had ascended into the heavens. That re- 
cord is in the passage containing our text.* We there find St. Peter 
preaching in the most direct and pointed manner concerning Christ. 
His hearers are pricked in the heart, and say to him, and to the rest of 





* Acts ii. 47. 
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the Apostles, ‘men and brethren, what shall we do?’ Now I desire 
you to mark attentively what was his answer. ‘ Then Peter said unto 
them, repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call, And 
with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, save yourselves 
from this untoward generation.’ 

I need not point out to you how utterly unlike this is to the system of 
means and measures which has just been described. Yet his instruc- 
tions are definite, and reach the very thing which their case requires. 
In the first place there must be repentance. How shall this be ex- 
pressed ? how shall these repenting sinners express their faith and 
reliance upon Christ ? how be assured that they have a personal interest 
in him and his salvation? They must “ be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ.’ Thus they shall show their faith in him ; thus they shall 
confess him before men; thus they shall be grafted into his mystical 
body. But they need grace and strength to do the great work which is 
before them,—their warfare against spiritual foes, their pursuit after 
holiness. How shall this be obtained! The consequence of their bap- 
tism with repentance is, ‘ they shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.’ 
They want some comfortable assurance that their past sins are no longer 
recorded against them, that their burthen is removed, so that they may 
rejoice in the favor of that God whom they have offended. St. Peter 
exhorted them to ‘ be baptised for the remission of sins.’ So far, then, 
we find nothing wanting. 

If we wish to know what was the result of all this—what the conduct 
of those who were thus instructed—what were their first steps, and 
through what instrumentality they continued to seek grace and strength, 
for obedience and perseverance in a holy life, we have only to read on, 
‘Then they that gladly received his word were baptized ; and the same 
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they 
continued steadfasily in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and [I 
give the exact force of the original Greek| am the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers. And then follows a description of their mode of 
providing against the expected persecution, which actually followed, by 
turning their goods into a common stock, and of their joy and happiness 
in the ordinances and in believing: closing with the words of the text, 
affirming that the Lord made such additions to the Church daily. 

Who can help perceiving from all this, that the viszble Church is a di- 
vine institution ; that its sacraments and ordinances are appointed means 
of grace—effectual instruments for promoting the salvation of men who 
use them with sincere penitence and faith? Who can doubt that such 
a use of them is the very best way for a sinner anxious to be saved, to 
express and do, that which he needs to express and do in the way of 
external public profession; and that his thus using them will be the 
means of his securing real spiritual benefits, and of his being set for- 
ward in the way of a religious life? And if this be so, is it not the 
bounden duty of the minister of Christ, ever to keep before the people, 
the Church with its blessed ordinances? Would he not appear to be 
most untrue to his holy calling, were he to keep these in the back 
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ground, and set forth in their place some system or plan of his own, or 


at least of human devising ? 
But, further, | would remark, and prove at large, if I had time, that 


all the preaching and practice of the inspired preachers of the gospel is 


agreeable to what we find in this passage. They ever kept before their 


converts the Church with its ordinances, constantly teaching that they 
who had been admitted by the right use of those ordinances into the 
Church, were in the enjoyment of the most glorious privileges. Philip, 
one of the first deacons, goes down into the city of Samaria, and preaches 
Christ unto them ; and the result is that they believe him preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, (which I need not tell you is the 
Church,) and the name of Jesus Christ, and are baptised, both men and 
women. And the-Apostles at Jerusalem receiving intelligence thereof, 
two of them go there and administer to them the ordinance of ‘ the lay- 
ing on of hands.’ ‘The same individual has to preaeh but a single short 
Sermon to the Eunuch of Ethiopia, before he demands admission into 
the Church through its initiatory sacrament, ‘ See, here is water,’ saith 
he ‘what doth hinder me to be baptised? Saul is immediately upon 
his meeting Ananias, after his conversion, ‘ baptised to wash away his 
sins,’ and to ‘receive the Holy Ghost.’ And so [ might go on, did time 
permit, through the Acts and the Epistles, showing what a high place 
the visible Church and its ordinances occupied in all the Apostolic teach- 


ing and practice. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 


Much has been devised, a good dead deal attempted, and some little 
effected, in the way of providing seminaries of education, in various 
parts of the country, where the moral and religious training of our chil- 
dren would not be wholly neglected. But these institutions are not 
within the reach of all, and if on the ground of expense they were 
made accessible to all, still the employment of their aid, in preparing 
our offspring for the duties of life, presents but a choice of evils. The 
best regulated schools can exhibit an approximation only, to the disci- 
pline and training established in a well-ordered Christian family. No 
facilities which they offer for the acquisition of knowledge, can compen- 
sate wholly tor the absence of parental care and supervision, in the 
inculcation of sound religious principles, and in giving a proper direc- 
tion to the affections. God _ has distinctly and emphatically recognized 
this as a duty resting upon parents, to teach their children all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness—a duty which they cannot innocently 
devolve upon others, if able and competent themselves to its perform- 
ance. ‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 


all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words which I command 
thee this day, shall be in thy heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write 
them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” Isit possible for 
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the mind of man to realize a more impressive and rigid enforcement of 
duty? But to a positive commaud, Almighty God has wisely super- 
added the obligation of parental affection, urging upon us the duty of 
instructing our children as an interest very near to our hearts, Lan- 
guage would fail to give adequate expression to the feelings which bind 
every parent to his offspring, The affections of the heart go in advance 
of every attempted description here. It is a fire which may be smoth- 
ered, but not extinguished. Coldness and indifference, and neglect, 
cannot quench the flame of parental love; time cannot make it burn 
dim, nor distance cause it to go out. It survives all other affections, and 
pursues its object through all the paths of human misery—to every reé- 
fuge which shame may seek to hide infamy and conscious disgrace—to 
every sink of iniquity and crime—to the prison-house of despair, and 
with tears bedews the grave even of dishonor! It is the voice of God 
speaking within us, with more effect than if it fell upon our hearing in 
the thunders of Sinai. It is a voice which no man can well despise, 
and if he even succeeds in closing his ears for a time against its moni- 
tions, he feels nevertheless, that he is periling interests, for the ruin of 
which worlds gained would not make compensation— Bishop Otey. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


LINES ON A TRACT THROWN FROM A COACH: 


‘Cast thy bread upon the waters and thou shalt find it after many days.” 


‘‘Winged Messenger !’’ speed on the breeze away! 
No matter where thou tak’st thy flight— 
Thou’ lt carry to some heart a blessed ray 
Of Heaven’s own glorious light! 


Perchance there’s one the fatal bowl may hold, 
Ready to quaff the liquid flame ; 

When thou'lt catch his eye, and in accents bold, 
God’s curse upon the act proclaim. 


Perhaps he'll pause, and lay the cup aside 
To ponder on a thing so new; 
And lest some of those ills he reads, betide, 


Determines to believe them true! 


Perchance some child, while sporting in his glee, 
May snatch the pictur’d leaf with joy— 

And hasting homeward to his father’s knee, 
Beg its full meaning for his boy. 


And then, perhaps, while conning o’er the page, 
To read the story to his son; 
He finds some whisper for the ear of age, 
And God’s work in his soul begun ! 
28 
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Perchance some Brother, lifting high his glass, 
Invites a Brother to the taste ; 

And he, entic’d to look and touch, alas! 
Dares the ruin to which doth haste ! 


But now, perhaps, some gentle breath from Heav’n, 
Wafts to their feet the tale of wo— 

A blessing on the word of truth is giv’n, 
And they, in fear, the draught forego. 


We may not know till life and death are o’er, 
What souls have bless’d the scatter’d page— 

Nor know how many spirits will deplore, 
None for their safety would engage ! 


Oh ye, who tread the world’s extensive realm ! 
Whom pleasure, healti.and business lead, 

Let not your int’rest all your hearts overwhelm— 
Strive as ye go the flock to feed! 


Cast often on the beaten path, the wave— 
The field, the road, salvation’s licht— 

The task is sweet immortal souls to save, 
And aid them in their heavenward flight! 


Spare from indulgence of the golden store, 
With which a bounteous God hath blessed ; 
More precious than the richest gem or ore, 
Is peace unto the sinners breast! 


Go, buy of men God’s messengers of joy ; 
And as ye journey on your way, 

Strew them on your path, ’tis a blest employ 
To guide souls to the realms of day! 


’Tis sweet to sow the Gospel’s hallow’d seed— 
Wherever through the earth we roam— 

"Tis sweet—lost, erring, wand’ring sheep to lead 
Where they may finda happy home ! 


Charleston; Dec. 28th, 1842. ELLA. 
- : 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 








The School of our Diocese.—It will enter on its fourth year in Janu- 
ary, 1845, and we understand measures are in progress for enlarging 
its usefulness—it being in contemplation to place it under the care of a 
well qualified Clergyman, who will have as many assistants as may be 
needed, and to make arrangements for boarding such of the pupils as 


come from the country. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.—That for Sep- 
tember, was delivered on the stated day by the Rector of St. Michael’s, 
and the subject was the proposed Mission to the Indian territory be- 
yond the Mississippi. It was an interesting abstract of information, 
duty, and motive. The amount collected was $29. 


Sermons to recommend the Lord’s day.—The recommendation of our 
last Convention, that on the last Sunday in August, (selected as being 
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near the harvest,) there should be sermons on the obligation, duties and 
privileges of the Lord’s day, was complied with in most, if not all of 


our Churches in Charleston. 


A Pastoral.—The Rector and Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s, 
Charleston, have addressed the following Circular to the members of 
that Church of all ages :— 

Dearly Beloved :—The obligation of promoting Missions, that is, of 
assisting to bring our fellow-men to the knowledge and obedience of 
the Christian religion, will not, cannot with truth, be denied by any oné 
of you. The satisfaction of promoting Missions is the satisfaction of 
obeying God. It is the satisfaction of doing good; “itis more blessed 
to give than to receive.” The advantages of Missions need not to be 
set forth before you, for to them many of the congregations in our own 
State are indebted, under God, for their “ first foundation, and a long 
continuance of nursing care and protection.” 

And now we respectfully and affectionately submit to each one of 
you, the question: will you contribute to Missions? If so, be pleased 
to enter your name onthe book which will be sent to you, specifying 
whether you will contribute monthly, or quarterly ; or semi-annually or 
annually. 

As to the amount, you may name it, or if you prefer, name no amount, 
but at the stated time, contribute just as much as you deem proper. 

Would it not be for the good of your little ones to insert their names 
also, and for them to contribute statedly something for the advancement 
of the glory of God, and the welfare of mankind ? 

You will permit us to add, that the amount contributed by our Con- 
gregation dues not appear to us as great as it should be, compared with 
their numbers, ability, acknowledged liberality, and the returns from 
other Congregations. The amount collected will be divided into three 
equal parts, one part for Missions in South-Carolina, one part for Mis- 
sions in other States of our Union, and one part for Foreign Missions, 
The donor can of course designate the application of his or her contri- 
bution, either for one of the three departmeuts named above, or for a 

articular Mission in our City, State, Union, or Foreign Parts. 

The subscription paper is thus headed :—Believing that for all we 
have and are, we are indebted to the providence of God, and the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, recognizing the claims of religion and benev- 
olence, on our prayers and property; intending to contribute to the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and the benefit of our fellow 
men, not irregularly, and from impulse, but statedly and on principle; 
and influenced by the suggestion of the Apostle, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2, we the 
subscribers, members of Philip’s Congregation, agree as follows : 

1. To pray for the success of the Missionary cause. 

2. To “lay by” for its advancement, a sum of money, weekly or 
otherwise, each one according to his or her circumstances, and having a 


due regard to other claims.* 








* To the kindred objects of piety and benevolence, the ancient Hebrew was accustomed to 
appropriate either one-tenth or one-seventh of his annual income. There are Christians whe 


have similarly appropriated an equal proportion. 
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3. To pay our donation to the Collector, either designating its appli- 
cation or not, as we prefer. 


Duties of the Collectors. 


1, To procure subscribers to this paper. 

2. ‘To make it known that the assistance of every member of the con- 
gregation is desired, and that the smallest contribution will be thankfully 
accepted, 

3. ‘To receive the contributions. 

4. To remind the contributors when their payments have been de- 
layed. 

5. To pay over quarterly the amount received by them to the Rector 
or Assistant Minister. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—The “ Spirit of Missions” fur September, bas for its leading 
article, Diocesan Annals of South-Carolina; it is a full and interesting 
paper on “the origin” of the Church in this State, and will be continued 
to note its progress and present condition. Other articles are, the en- 
couragement due to Christian Schools and Colleges, and Theological 
Seminaries in “the West,” as the most promising means of extending 
the Church—the measures in execution for the evangelizing the ne- 
groes, and for inquiries as to the state of the Jews, and how best to 
serve them—and the correspondence (less than usual,) of our Missiona- 
ries. In his letter Rev. Mr. Miles remarks :—* From the poverty, 
ignorance, and comparative unimportance as aclass of subjects, of the 
Syrians, it will be very long indeed before Missionary effort among them 
would even begin to be felt beyond their own little isolated nation; 
while the same expenditure of Missionary labor among the Armenians 
would, from their position, be directly influencing every other branch of 
the Churches in the East.”” It appears the Christian Knowledge Socie- 
ty are engaged in translating the Liturgy of the Church of England 
into French, German, Turkish, (an “ excellent translation” writes Mr. 
Southgate,) Arabic, Armenian, (revised by Mr. Southgate,) Maltese, 
Portuguese, Chaldee, Goojerattee and Mahrattee, (10 in all)—the Greek 
Church in Russia has been sending Missionaries to the North West 
Coast of America to convert the Indians—Rey. Mr. Southgate has ar- 
rived, and is preparing a revision of his annual report—vestiges of the 
doctrines of the Bible are found in the East, and these remarkable ones 
of the Trinity, and the Atonement :—the Hindoos’ “ most ancient repre- 
sentation of the Deity is formed of one body, and three faces. The 
most remarkable of these is that at the caves of Elephanta, in an island 
near Bombay. The author visited it in the year 1808; nor has he seen 
any work of art in the East, which he contemplated with greater won- 
der ; whether considered with respect to its colossal size, its great anti- 
quity, the beauty of the sculpture, or the excellence of the preservation. 
From causes which cannot now be known, the Hindoos have long ceased 
to worship at this temple. Each of the faces of the Triad is about five 
feet in length. The whole of the statue, and the spacious temple which 
contains it, is cut out of the solid rock of the mountain. The Hindoos 
assign to these works an immense antiquity, and attribute the workman- 
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ship to the gods.” * * There are there “ paintings on the walls of 
an ancient pagoda or temple. Krishna is there seen, first as a sufferer ; 
being in pain from a venomous bite of a serpent, which seems to have 
bound him fast in its coils. In the second figure, he appears as a crown- 
ed conqueror, standing ou the head of a serpent, from the power of 
which he has been delivered. These figures must have been meant to 
keep up the memory of that first and great promise to fallen Adam, 
contained in the curse denounced on the serpent—Z wi/l put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed : it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Noah well understood 
this promise, and, no doubt, taught his children its meaning: and we 
may suppose that the expectation of that Saviour who was here pre- 
dicted, would be kept alive in the East in some such manner as the fol- 
lowing :—The grandson or great-grandson of Noab, when first settling 
in Hindoostan, would wish to preserve, among his children and his chil- 
dren’s children, that gracious promise, on the faith of which he and they 
might live and die in a state of reconciliation with God, and in the assu- 
rance of salvation from all the evils which the serpent and the fall had 
brought on them. As writing was not then invented, he might use 
sculpture or painting to keep up among his offspring the memory of this 
estimable promise, and would probably bave figures of this kind for that 
purpose.” The amount reported for Domestic Missions is $3,050— from 
South-Carolina $473 ; for Foreign $3,032—from South Carolina $861. 
Syrian Mission.—Intelligence respecting this “labor of love” will, 
doubtless, be always welcomed with peculiar interest by the Church- 
men of our Diocese, from whose midst one of the delegates to our 
brethren of the East has gone forth, and is now abroad in preparation 
for the work assigned him. Mr. Miles writes from “ Pera, May 18th, 


1844,” as follows :— 

“Tam very glad to tell you that Mr. Southgate has determined to 
visit America. The misrepresentations, which have been made respect- 
ing him and his work, and the general misunderstanding and positive 
ignorance, which prevail at home concerning these Missions, render it of 
the greatest importance that he should, by personal conference with the 
friends of Missions in the Church, remove (as | am quite confident he will) 
all difficulties and objections, which may now exist in their minds on this 
subject. I cannot but feel grieved at the manner in which he has been 
treated in certain quarters; and at the erroneous impressions thereby 

roduced in the minds of many persons, who love the pure Gospel of 
Christ withinthe Church. Every succeeding week that | have enjoyed 
the privilege of intercourse with him, has strengthened my confidence, 
and deepened my conviction, of his prudence, judgment, and eminent 
qualification for his difficult post. | have had the opportunity of hearing 
him, and the privilege of constantly hearing a free and unreserved ex- 
pression of his views in private intercourse ; and I need not assure you 
that the aspersions which we so often heard at home are (as all reason- 
able men will find upon his visit) groundless,” 

«The Syrian Patriarch, the Bishop of Mosul, and another Syrian 
Bishop, are now here; so that it would be useless to proceed to the in- 
terior before the Patriarch’s return ; as every thing can now be discussed 
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here, relative to future operations. Nothing could be effected by going 
into the interior without a language. Here Mr. Taylor, in a teacher, 
who speaks English, enjoys au advantage in studying Arabic which he 
could not have there. And, it being deemed desirable that one of us 
should know Turkish, and I having taken it up, it can no where be pur- 
sued to such an advantage as here. Moreover the question has arisen 
among the Syrians respecting establishing a Deputy Patriarch here, 
(and here are as many Syrians probably as in Mosul ;) so that, if they 
adopt such a measure, this would be the centre of operation for them.” 

‘Will not our friends give us, in a year’s time, a printing press? Its 
necessity will be such that if one is not given us, we must endeavor out 
of our own salaries to procure one.” 

Our readers will rejoice at the testimony thus borne to the worth of 
our earliest Eastern missionary,—and at the assurance therein of the 
brotherly love, which we may trust always unite in harmony of co- 
operation with him his younger associates, in their efforts for the revival 
of sound learning and true piety among the venerable Churches of 
Greece, Armenia, and Syria. Let the prayer of the faithful be ever 
ascending to the mercy-seat of our “ one Head” in heaven, in behalf of 
our brethren of the “ one family”—that we with them may be “ per- 
fectly joined together in the same mind and the same judgment,” 
“with one heart desiring the prosperity of the Holy Apostolic Church” 
in the East as in the West,” and “ with one mouth professing the faith 
once delivered to the Saints.” 

We cannot but attach value to the efforts of our Foreign Com- 
mittee in this behalf, as tending not only to rescue many precious 
souls from Mohammedan oppression and Papal delusion, but to enlarge 
the hearts of many among us in yearning after more Catholic Commu- 
nion, and to make us only sensible of, and grateful for, our own more 
exalted privileges, and graver responsibilities as members of a pure 
branch of the Church of Christ. 

Missions —We have nothing like an unfriendly feeling towards Fo- 
reign Missions, or towards the extension of our efforts among the long- 
neglected Red men. But while the wants of our own population,—the 
people of the Mississippi valley—are constantly presented to our mind,— 
while the cry comes from every side—send us the Ministry and Sacra- 
ments of the Church—give us aid in our first struggles—we cannot 
think that with our limited means, and before we have made adequate 
provision for our own communities, we are called upon to plant the 
Church in every heathen land, even though the prospect is full of pro- 
mise. This scheme of the Indian Mission seems to be gaining popula- 
rity. Would to God that Missions in these feeble, infant Dioceses might 
gain sufficient interest in the hearts of Churchmen to prompt them to 
uphold them. The planting of the Church in the South West, must be 
the work of time—must cost self-denials and patient, enduring toils,— 
but may not the consummation be delayed by withholding the laborers 
and their hire !—Primetive Standard. 


Columbia, ( Tennessee, ) Female Institute.—This excellent institution 
which has done, and is doing so much for the cause of ‘* the Church,” 
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and sound literature and science, we regret to hear is still under em- 
barrassment from a debt which endangers its existence. A share of the 
patronage which, (in our humble judgment,) less important interests 
obtain, would effectually recover it. We invite attention to these ex- 
tracts from the appeal of the Institute :—“ A crisis in the affairs of this 
school is rapidly approaching, which fills its friends with the liveliest 
apprehensions of danger. The Directors of the Columbia Branch of 
the Union Bank of Tennessee, holding a claim upon our Trustees of 
more than six thousand dollars, feel themselves constrained to require 
an early adjustment of this debt; while the trustees, having long since 
contributed for the founding of the Institute the utmost that their indi- 
vidual means enabled them to give, have no other resource but in the 
sale of the Institute buildings and ground.” * * “The Bank debt 
was contracted in the year 1836,—the means depended upon for its ex- 
tinction being a large amount of subscriptions for the Institute-not then 
collected. The memorable revulsion of the following year prostrated 
the most of those subscribers, and left the Trustees without means to 
take up their notes. Our whole community is only beginning to recover 
from the reverses of 1837 and the following years; while those who 
were, and still are most interested in the establishment of this school, 
having already contributed to rt most liberally in prosperous times, are 
unable to extend and enlarge their benefactions in times like these. All 
experience hes demonstrated the fact that our dependence must be 
chiefly if not exclusively upon the members and friends of the Episco- 
pal Church; but throughout all this region, not only are our Dioceses 
struggling with great difficulty to fulfil their duties towards the Episco- 
pate, but each parish has its own financial troubles, demanding its best 
efforts for suporting the Ministry. The friends of the Columbia Female 
Institute, are thus, compelled to look to distant and more favored regions 

for the aid they need in saving the school from being sacrificed.” Bish- 

op Otey writes :—‘‘ My convictions of the value of the institution and of 
its importance have strengthened each year of its existence, and I shall 

regard the cessation of its operations, as an event most disastrous to the 

best interests of the South West.” * * “Unless the members of 
our own communion will furnish the requisite amount to free it from 

encumbrance, it must inevitably, so far as I can perceive, become the 

property of some individual able to purchase it, or pass into the hands 

of others more zealous than our own communion in the promotion of 

religion and learning.” 

Rev. Dr. Witherspoon—The well remembered President of the Col- 
lege at Princeton, New-Jersey, said to the young men of his Church 
who wished to revive the Episcopal controversy: “ Young men, you 
had better let that subjectealone, for the more we move in it the deeper 
we always sink.” 


New Church at Troy, N. Y—The Bishop laid the corner-stone on 
St. Mark’s day. It is called “ the Church of the Holy Cross,” and is to 
be erected by Mrs. Mary Warren, entirely at her own cost, and iutended, 
as the corner-stone purports, to be a “ house of prayer for ail people, 
without money and without price.” It is a noble instance of Christian 
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munificence, and in the great day it will be seen how many who have 
there been regenerated with the crystal waters of Holy Baptism, and 
there feasted upon the sacramental body and blood of the dear Redeem- 


er, will rise up and call her blessed ! 


Chanting.—In a dissenting meeting house at Leeds, (E.) arrangements 
are made for chanting the Peale, In another, same town, the congre- 
gation proposed chanting the Te Deum, which is already chanted in the 


‘‘ Unitarian meeting house.” 


Prayer above Preaching.—* As one primary design of public ordina- 
ties is to pay social acts of homage to the most High God, ministers 
ought to be careful notto make their sermons so long as to interfere 
with, or exclude the more important duties of prayer and praise.—Pres- 


byterian Confession of Faith. 


Very Important Fact.—Out of the eighteen centuries during which 
the Church of England has existed, she continued about 450 years un- 
der the usurped dominion of Rome, and for 1350 years she has been an 
independent branch of the Church Catholic.—Bishop Strachan. 

Another Important Fact.—In our Book of Common Prayer, the octa- 
vo edition has 414 pages, and of those 297 are literally taken from the 
Bible, and the remaining 118 pages, are chiefly in the language and pre- 


cepts of Scripture. 


Conversion.—Mr. Henry Edwards, who for nine years had been a 
minister of the Brownist sect of Independents, has announced his in- 
tention to prepare himself for the ministry of the Church of England. 
This determination had been produced by his conviction of the unfavo- 
rable working of the voluntary system. On the occasion of the expected 
announcement of his intention, the meeting house of Long Sutton was 
filled to overflowing.— Utica Gospel Messenger. 

— 
Obituary Notice. 
[By Request. ] 

Departed this life, on 30th July, 1843, in the 45th year of her age, Miss MARY PREN- 

TICE, 





‘“‘ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 
a 


CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER. 
3. General Thanksgiving. 18. St. Luke. Anniversary of Orphan House. 
6. Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 20. Twentieth Sunday after Trinity. 
13. Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 27. Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 
16. Anniversary of the Society for Relief of | 28. St. Simon and St. Jude. 
the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy 
of the P. E. Church in South-Carolina. 
—<¢— 
ERRATA. 
Page 164, line 22, transpose these two lines, so as to read—In the words of a fine wrl- 








ter, &c. 
Page 171, line 21, for * impurity,” read impunity: 
‘“* 181, line 8 from top, for ‘* believers,” read unbeltevers. 
“Tine 10 from end, for “ verily, read verity. 
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JOURNAL OF A TOUR IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY, 


In the Spring of 1844, by the Secretary of the Domestic Committee of the Board of Mis- 


sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, with three Maps. Price 25 
cents. For sale by A. E. MILLER, 








STRONG CONSOLATION, 


Or, Three Letters to a Friend in Spiritual Dejection, with an Introduction. By Thomas 
J. Young, Rector of St. John’s Church, John’s Island. 


For sale by A. E. MILLER, No. 4 Broad-st. 





NEW BOOKS. 


Sermon on Duties of Daily Life, by Francis E. Puget, M. A., Rector of Elford. 

The (hristian Instructed in the ways of the Gospel and the Church, by the Rev. J. A. 
Spencer, A. M. 

The Catholic Church in England and America, by Rev. John D. Ogilby, D. D. 

The Strife of Brothers, a Poem, in two parts, with notes. 

Newman’s Sermoas; Bradley’s Sermons; Blunt’s Sermons. 

Church Clavering, or the Schoolmaster, by the Rev. W. Gresley. 

The English Reformation, by Rev. F. C. Massingberd. 

Palmer’s Letters to Wiseman, on the Doctrine of Indulgencies, in tract form. 

Proverbial Philosophy, by M. F. Tupper, Esq., M. A. Oxford. 

The Definition of Faith, and Canons of Discipline of the Six G2cuminical Councils; with 
those of the Church of England and the P. E, Church in the United States. 

And a new work entitled, “* The Sailor’s and Soldier’s Manual of Devotion,’’ by Rev. Wm. 
Berrian, D. D. For sale by A. E. MILLER. 








BOOKS JUST RECEIVED. 

Notes on the Episcopal Polity of the Holy Catholic Church, with some account of the De- 
velopment of Modern Relizious Systems; by Thomas W. Marshall, B. A. Edited by the 
Rev Jonathan M. Wainwright, D.D., | vol 12mo, Price $1 25. 

Sermons, bearing on subjects of the day; by John Henry Newman, B, D., 1 vol. 12mo. 
Price $1 25. 

Bradley’s Sermons, preached at Glasbury, Brecknockshire, and in St. James’ Chapel, 
Clapham, Surrey. 1st American from the 7th Finglish Edition.. Price $1 25. 

Posthumous Sermons, by the Rev. Henry Blunt, A. M., late Rector of Streatham. lst 
American Edition. Price 624. 

Kip’s Lenten Fast; do Double Witness; Buel on the Apostolical System of the Church ; 
Gresley’s English Churchman; Sutton’s Learn to Die; Spinckes’ Manual of Devotion; Vay- 
lor’s Golden Grove Reetory of Valehead; Bishop Hopkins’ Four Letters; Onderdonk’s 
Sermon, entitled the Church—the Faith—Trad tion. 

ALSO, 
From the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
The Early Called; and the Juvenile R»pository, two New Library Books; and he keeps a 


supply of Books for the use of Suaday Schools, from the publishers in New-York. 
A. E. MILLER, 








NEW BOOKS. 


Cotterill’s Family Prayers, chiefly derived from the language of Scriptures, and the Liturgy 
of the Church of England. Carefully revised by W. W. Spear, Rector of St. Luke’s, Phil- 
adelphia, late of St. Michael’s, Charleston. 

Jackson, Sanderson aml Cosin, on the Church. Edited with introductory remarks, by Wm, 
Goode, M. A. 

Village Dialogues, between Farmer Littleworth, Thos. Newman, Rev Mr. Lovegood and 
others. By Rev. Rowland Hill, A. M.; from the lst London edition, in 2 volumes, 

The School Girl in France; containing a variety of interesting Stories. 

Thoughts on Peace, for the Christian Sufferer. 

Thoughts on Immersion; or the modes of Administering the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, 
&c. By Wm. H. Odenlieimer, A. M. Rector of St. Peter's, Philadelphia. 

Thirza, or the Attractive Powers of the Cross. Translated from the German, by Eliza Maria 
Lloyd. 

An Apology for the Apostolic Order and its Advocates, in a series of Letters addressed to 
the Rev. Johu M. Mason, D.D.; by the Rev. Jobn H. Hobart, an Assistant Minister of Trinity 


Church. Second Edition, with Notes and an Index. Edited by Bishop L S. Iver, of North- 
Carolina. | A E. MILLER. 











Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 





Amount brought forward received, for Mrs. Mary Taylor, (Coiumbia,) 3. 00 
Vol. XXI. $285 00 | Mrs. Wm. Mazyck, 3 00 
1843 and 1844. Mrs. Pinckney Lowndes, 3 00 
Mrs, Creighton, ‘ 6 00 | Mr. J. K. Sass, 3 00 
1844. 
Mr. Thos. Grange Simmons, 3 00 $306 00 
= a —— 

















Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina—Treasurer, ‘Thomas Gadsden, l’sq., oilice in Law Range, Broad street, next to 
the State Bank; Library in Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
from 12 to 2o’clock. Annual subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasnrer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10; 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian. Miss Cobia, Wentworth, near Pitt- 
street, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Lifedo $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasn- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 





The Rector of each parish in the country is respectfully requested to act as Agents in 
procuring subscribers for the Gospel Messenger, and also the following Laymen in the vacant 
parishes, A copy will be sent to each Agent. 

South Santee Ferry.—Dr. F. Corpes. 

Christ Church.—Joun Hamuin, 

St. James’, Goose Creek.—W. W, Ancrvum. 

Prince Frederick’s.—J. H. ALtston, Georgetown. 

Atken.—J. F. Scumipt. 

Bradford Springs —lTHomaAs PorcueEr. 

Landsford, Chester District —R. S. SEELFy. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Hooker’s complete Work, with an account of his life and death, by Isaack Walton, ar- 
ranged by the Rev. John Keble, M A. First American from the last Oxford edition, with a 
copious Index ; to which is appended a complete Index of the Texts of Scripture, prepared 
expressly for this edition. Two elegant vols. 8vo. Price $4. 

radley’s Practical Sermons, for every Sunday and principal Holyday in the year. First 
American from the last London Edition. Price $1 50. 
Illustrations of the Prayer-book. Bya Layman. A neat little work. Price 314. 


GREGORIAN AND OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL CHANTS, 


( Lately introduced among Negroes.) 


Adapted to the Psalter and Canticles, as they are pointed to be sung in Churches. From 
the second London edition. This work contains: 1. The eight Gregorian Tones, with their 
several endings; 2. A variety of the same tones harmonized for four voices, but so as to 
preserve unaltered the original melodies; 3. Miscellaneous Chants; 4. Versicles and Re- 
sponses, from Tallis’ Cathedral Service. To which are added, Kyrie Elieson, Sanctus, and 
Responses to the Decalogue. 

CANTICLES OF THE CHURCH; 

Being portions of the services which may be “* said or sung,’’—pointed and arranged in 
bars corresponding with the music to which they may be sung. The design of this work is 
to enable the congregation to unite with the Choir in performing this part of the service. 
Published by J. A. Sparks, 161 Fulton-street, New-York, opposite St. Paul’s, and for by A. 
E. Miller, Charleston, S. C. 


THE BOOK OF HOMILIES. 


RECOMMENDED BY THE BISHOPS, 











Certain Sermons or Homilies appointed to be read in Churches in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth ; to which are added the Constitutions and Canons of the Church of England, as. 
set forth in the year 1603: with an Appendix containing the Articles of Religion, Constitu- 
tion and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 

Just published and for sale by A. E, MILLER. 








